
 

 

 

 

 A Message from Mr. Watson…….. 

Good Afternoon, 

As many of you are aware, the testing our students have in the spring each year serves as not 
only a report card for our school, but feedback as to how each student performs, individually. 
We use the data to inform our decisions about our curriculum and instruction. This year, our 
eighth grade students will be taking the PSAT. The reason I am mentioning this, now, is 
because we are scheduled to take the test on April 9th, 2019. It falls on the day after we return 
from spring break. I would imagine that many people will travel during the break. Sometimes, 
people will return after school has already resumed. I am hopeful that you will keep this date in 
mind, as you make travel plans. 
 
Things have started to settle in with our AOT (Academic Overtime). Students are using the time 
in a responsible manner and teachers are pleased to have the time to assist students. It is likely 
we will have AOT on both Tuesday and Thursday, next year.  
 
I want to wish all of you a Happy Thanksgiving and remind you that we only have school on 
Monday and Tuesday next week.  
 

Take care, 

Rob Watson 

Upcoming Events 

November 21 – No School for Students/Staff; begin Thanksgiving Break 

December 24 – No School for Students/Staff; begin Winter Break 

January 7 – Classes Resume 

January 18 – ½ Day for Records Day; End of Semester 1 (classes dismiss @ 11:25am) 

January 21 – No School, MLK Day 

February 13 – Membership Count Day (Second) – Important your child is in school and on time 

February 15 – ½ day – Professional Development (classes dismiss @ 11:25am) 

February 18 – No School –President’s Day 

 

Reminder to Parents of 7
th

 Graders and New Students:  
Just a quick reminder to return the “Consent for Disclosure of Immunization Information to 

Local and State Health Departments” form, if you haven’t already done so.  Thank you!! 

Williamston Middle School 

Hive Jive 
November 16, 2018 

 
 

 



 

Winter Adolescent Depression Support Group 
The attachment provides information about a local resource for middle school students who 

are experiencing depression.  Please contact Mrs. McKinney in the counseling office at 

mckinna@gowcs.net for additional information. 

 

Middle School Swim Team (Middle School Swim Team (Middle School Swim Team (Middle School Swim Team (startsstartsstartsstarts    onononon    11/19/201811/19/201811/19/201811/19/2018)))) 
Middle School Swim Team is an opportunity to begin competitive swimming.  Both boys and 

girls are invited to join, if they currently swim at a Red Cross Swim Level 4 or above.  Work on 

refining competitive strokes and conditional and compete in regular swim meets against other 

schools.   

 

Practices are Mondays and Wednesdays, 3:15pm-5:00pm, except on meet dates and December 

24
th

 and 31
st
.   

 

You may email Coach David Hill, with questions (hilld@gowcs.net) 

 

At this time, we have not found a Diving Coach and will not be offering diving this year.  If you 

know of anyone able to coach, please call the Community Programming Office at 517-655-7510 

ext. 2. 

 

Meets:  11/28, 12/8, 12/12, 12/19, 1/9, 1/16, 1/19 

State Meet for those who qualify:  1/26 

MS Swim Dinner will be after the State Meet – TBA 

 

COAT BANKCOAT BANKCOAT BANKCOAT BANK    
Coats, hats, scarves, mittens and gloves, for all ages!  Any family in need may come by to select 

winter apparel; each person who desires a coat must be present.  Adults must present 

identification, as well.  

 

Coat Bank distribution is at St. Luke Lutheran Church Christ Campus location: 

      122 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 

      Lansing, MI  

Dates for this fall and winter are: 

• Saturday, November 17, 2018 – 1:00-3:00pm 

• Thursday, November 29, 2018 – 5:30-7:30pm 

• Tuesday, December 11, 2018 – 9:00am -12 noon 

• Saturday, January 5, 2019 – 1:00-3:00pm 

• Thursday, January 10, 2019 – 5:30-7:30pm 

Questions?  Call 517-339-9119 or 517-482-2252 

 



Ele’s Group 

Williamston Middle School 
Counseling Department 

 

November 2018 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 

We are excited to offer another support group for grieving students this 
winter.  The group is run jointly by Ele’s Place and Williamston Middle School. 
This program will be offered during the school day, once a week for 8 weeks and 
is designed to help students who have experienced the death of someone 
important to them. In small group sessions, students will have the opportunity to 
talk about their feelings and experiences with others who understand, express 
their feelings through a variety of activities and learn positive coping skills. 
Groups will be led by Ele’s Place Staff or a trained Ele’s Place volunteer, and 
Mrs. McKinney, WMS Counselor. 
  

Ele’s Place is a non-profit community agency that has been offering grief support 
groups to children and their families for 20 years. We at Williamston Middle 
School are pleased to work together with Ele’s Place to offer this very special 
opportunity to your child. We know that children and teens can be deeply 
affected by the death of someone close to them, and we have seen children’s 
behavior, self-esteem and school performance suffer as a result of their grief. 
 

If you believe your child would benefit from this experience, please contact me at 
655-4668 ext. 6520 or mckinna@gowcs.net.  A completed permission form is 
needed to begin the program.  Permission forms are available in the office and 
are due by December 21st.  The group will begin in January. 
 

Sincerely, 

Anne McKinneyAnne McKinneyAnne McKinneyAnne McKinney 
Counselor, Williamston Middle School 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WMS Counseling Center 
Midwest Academic Talent Search News 

Fall 2018 
 
Dear Parents:  
 
The Northwestern University’s Midwest Academic Talent Search (NUMATS) is a program 
conducted by the Center for Talent Development at Northwestern University.  It offers 
middle school-aged children the opportunity to take the same Scholastic Assessment Test 
(SAT) or American College Test (ACT) that high school students usually take in their junior 
year of high school.  The traditional way to identify students for the NUMATS has been to 
offer it to all students who have scored at the 95th percentile or above on verbal or 
mathematics areas of nationally-standardized achievement tests.  Williamston Middle 
School does not use test results for identification, but rather encourages anyone who would 
like to take the SAT to apply by using the parent nomination option.   
 
Both the SAT and ACT tests cover material the students haven’t yet been taught.  Please 
note that the PSAT, a middle school practice version of SAT, will be given to all 8th graders 
as part of the spring testing session.  Unfortunately, those scores do not qualify middle 
school students for gifted programs at MSU.  Additionally, 11th grade students will also take 
the SAT as part of their Michigan Merit Exam in the spring.  For these reasons, we 
encourage you to consider the SAT rather than the ACT, although both tests are available to 
middle school students.  The IISD also recommends the SAT.  
 
This program offers your child many benefits.  Depending on their test results, middle 
school students who participate may qualify for enrichment programs offered by Michigan 
State University and other universities in Michigan and neighboring states.  The gifted 
school year programs such as CHAMPS, ISHALL, ALL, and LEAF through MSU require an 
ACT or SAT score (https://gifted.msu.edu).  This is also a great opportunity for students to 
see what taking a college entrance exam is like without having the scores actually “count.”  
However, this program is not for every child; both the SAT and ACT take over four hours to 
complete and can be challenging and stressful even for high school students.  Only you can 
determine whether your student would find the opportunity a positive experience.   
 
The SAT is offered to middle school students at a special site on March 9, 2019, at 

Haslett Middle School.  The test fee of $90.50 must be paid by the applicant.  The 
registration deadline is February 5, 2019.  The ACT is offered on February 9, 2019 with a 
fee of $93.50, but is not a separate testing site for middle school students.  Students need to 
sign up for only one of the tests. 
 
Parents may register their child online at www.ctd.northwestern.edu/numats.  The 

Williamston Middle School ID code is 239056, and the Haslett testing site code is 

23312.  I can be reached at 655-4668, ext. 6520 or mckinna@gowcs.net for further 
information. 
 
Sincerely, 

Anne McKinney 
Williamston Middle School Counselor  


